KNOWLEDGE ATTITUDES & PRACTICES (KAP) STUDY REGARDING

ADRA ZOONOTIC DISEASES AMONG LIVESTOCK OWNERS

STUDY BACKGROUND

To assess the knowledge, attitudes, and practices (KAP) related to zoonotic diseases, the study was
carried out in two states—Himachal Pradesh and Mizoram. These two distinct regions provided
valuable insights into human-animal interactions across varied ecological settings, as well as the
diverse practices and levels of knowledge associated with livestock rearing.

Through a multistage sampling method, households with single and mixed livestock owners were
selected based onrearing practices, farming experience as well as pet owners. In Himachal, the sample
of 292 households of livestock farmers from two districts and in Mizoram, 340 Households from three
districts were randomly selected, ensuring equal representation of diverse livestock owners.

The study was conducted in the month of mid-Nov to Dec 2024. The study findings provides insights
of livestock practices and the level of understanding of the transmission and prevention of zoonotic
diseases based on livestock prevalence in both the geographic regions.
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GENDER-DISTRIBUTION BASED ON LIVESTOCK CARE
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INSIGHTS FROM HIMACHAL PRADESH
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INSIGHTS FROM MIZORAM
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RECOMMENDATIONS

e Livestock Preferences: Cattle rearing is predominant in Himachal Pradesh, while piggery is more common in Mizoram. Region-
specific livestock promotion strategies should be considered.

e Promotion of Integrated Farming: Mixed or integrated livestock farming is limited in both states. Extension services should
actively promote their benefits for sustainable livelihoods.

e Zoonotic Disease Awareness: Awareness about brucellosis and disease transmission from worms among livestock owners is
low. Community mobilization and education by veterinary departments and stakeholders are essential. Awareness campaigns on
safe pork preparation are urgently needed.

e Animal Isolation Practices: The practice of isolating sick animals is rare. Veterinary staff and health camps should emphasize
this during visits.

o Community Involvement: Greater involvement of grassroots workers like Pashu Sakhi and Jeevika Sakhi should be encouraged
in livestock health outreach.

Ethical consideration: The study followed ethical standards by ensuring informed consent through clear, simple explanations in local languages. Privacy is protected through
anonymous data collection, secure storage, and consent for sensitive data. Additionally, cultural and religious sensitivities were carefully respected throughout the process.
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